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THE W A R SITUATION 

Up to and Including December 6, 1914. 


HE bending of the Russian efforts 
toward the southern campaign at 
the close of the week indicates that 
all is not over with Servia. That hap- 
less little nation was theoretically extin- 
guished in the reports of the week before, 
and there must have been everywhere a 
feeling of wonder why Russia was leav- 
ing her to her fate. The sudden renewal 
of the Russian efforts in the south gives 
further evidence of that strange mixture 
of the hardest practicality and the most 
quixotic romanticism which has charac- 
terized the Russian military movement 
from the beginning. 

That phase of the Russian character, 
a phase which distinguishes no other of 
the nations now engaged in war, was first 
shown in the wild drive against Eastern 
Prussia at the outset of the war — a drive 
indefensible as a military move and with 
no excuse except the real one. That was 
that Russia desired at all costs to her- 
self to relieve the pressure in northern 
France, to give Joffre and French a 
chance to breathe. The result was what 
might have been expected, the terrible 
defeat administered by Hindenburg and 
the driving of the vanquished Russian 
army back across the border. 

That seemed so quixotic and so hope- 
less that alone it would have appeared 
to fix the final character of the Russian 
campaign. Then came that wonderful ex- 
hibition of hard, businesslike practicality 
—the retreat from all the Russian ad- 
vanced lines and the drawing on of the 
Germans into their almost fatal trap. The 
Germans extricated themselves, made a 
new’ dash, and again the Grand Duke 
Nicholas invited them into a new trap. 
They fought themselves out with diffi- 
culty and were only saved by Rennen- 
kampf’s as yet unexplained failure to ar- 
rive at the scene with the army which 
was essential to the execution of Nich- 
olas’s plans. 

The Two Russia* 

T HE summary punishment inflicted on 
Rennenkampf for this undoubtedly 
seemed too severe to most Americans, but 
Nicholas was the judge. It is hard to 
say what Napoleon would have done to 
Grouchy for an almost precisely parallel 
failure had Waterloo ended differently, 
and v/e should withhold our blame from 
the great Russian commander. 

Here were evidences of the matter of 
fact hardness and businesslike sternness 
of the Russian way of making war. The 
sentimental advent into Eastern Prussia 
seemed a momentary aberration and en- 
tirely out of character. Then Servia falls 
at the foot of the Austrian conqueror and 
instantly the romantic admixture in the 
Russian military character comes to the 
front again and confounds theories. 

It was Servia who furnished the pre- 
text for the war. Austria struck nom- 
inally at her, but really at Russia when 
-he precipitated the devastation of Eu- 
rope by making her savage demands on 


the little kingdom under cover of the 
murder on Austrian territory of an Aus- 
trian Prince. Russia was obliged by every 
consideration not only of interest but of 
honor to save her threatened dependent ; 
one card pushed down brought down an- 
other, and the war was on. 

Through all the months the attention 
of the world has been focussed on the 
Marne, the Aisne, and the Yser, and lat- 
terly on the Vistula and the War the ; 
and the struggle of the valiant little Slav- 
ish kingdom which in theory set the 
match to the magazine has gone unre- 
garded. But now, after a defense which 
a’most shames Liega, Belgrade has fallen 
and the fields, farms, and cottages of a 
country about the size of two New Eng- 
land States lies open and defenseless to 
an invader more ruthless than the one 
who entered Belgium. 

Apparently there is no hope. At this 
moment Russia, with all her real inter- 
ests concentrated in the north, in West- 
ern Poland, and even in Eastern Prussia, 
suddenly turns her most vigorous efforts 
toward the south. For a moment the 
campaign in Poland halts almost to the 
point which a similar campaign has 
reached in France, and the Russians 
thrust forward their armies in Galicia. 
Russia cannot go directly to the aid of 
Servia, but by a strong effort in Galicia 
she may be able to sidetrack the Austrian 
forces and paralyze the arm now threat- 
eningly extended over King Peter’s pros- 
trate people. 

The two sides of the Russian military 
character are evidently of importance and 
will have to be borne carefully in mind 
in estimating their movements through 
the remainder of a war which Lord Kitch- 
ener — despite his denial — told Irvin 
Cobb would last “at least three years.” 
It is just as well, if we wish to under- 
stand the actors in a war, to estimate 
their motives early. 

The Turks 

T HE Russians seem to have under- 
estimated the Turks. The under- 
estimate will not do them any permanent 
harm and will probably be remedied with 
that facility and thoroughness which 
mark the new Russia, and have marked 
it since the beginning of the war. How- 
ever, the fact remains that at the oatset 
the Turks have caught the Russians at a 
disadvantage. Their preparations were 
inadequate, they despised the enemy, and 
started to invade Turkish territory with 
that gayety of heart which Ollivier de- 
scribed as the attitude of the French peo- 
ple on their march to Gravelotte — and 
Sedan. Instead, the Turks are today in 
Russian territory by an advance of ten 
miles and are threatening Batum, the 
most important oil port on the Black Sea. 
The Russians will, of course, awake to 
this danger and meet it, and the Turkish 
advantage will be only temporary, but 
that it should have been secured at all 
is a curious indication of the blindness 
which still persists in many Europenn 


capitals concerning the real strength of 
the Turks. 

It must seem incomprehensible to 
American renders why the campaign in 
Flanders and France should have been 
allowed to lag just as the war in Poland 
approached its maximum fury. In all the 
theoretical discussions of the war it has 
been assumed that Russia’s chief office 
was to relieve the pressure in France — 
at least so far as the campaign of 1914 
was concerned. It was universally ex- 
pected that as soon as Russia demon- 
strated her ability to hold Germany in 
check the Allies in the west would seize 
the opportunity and mass all their 
strength against the German lines. 

Inaction in the fVest 

R USSIA has done more than that. 

She has not only held the Germans 
in check but she has forced the Kaiser 
to denude his western line of cavalry and 
mass h:'s greatest fighting strength on 
the eastern line. Still there is no move 
in the west. The fighting on the Yser, 
which was the only important fighting 
done in the western field this week, was 
hardly more than a repetition of that 
“nibbling” of which Gen. Joffre spoke 
earlier in the war; and even this was a 
German offensive and not an offensive 
of the Allies. It was repulsed, and then 
the battle lines in the west resumed their 
quiet. 

Doubtless Gen. Joffre knows exactly 
what he is about and is following a pur- 
pose in this strange inaction. He has so 
demonstrated his command of the quali- 
ties which belong to the capable general 
that no one will be disposed to criticise 
his work with armchair strategy. We 
must await the development of what is in 
the back of his mind. On the face of it 
the thing is hard to understand. 

One thing is sure, and Joffre must be 
well aware of it. If the Germans suc- 
ceed in defeating the Russians they will 
quite certainly mass their whole strength 
in the west and undertake to deliver the 
same kind of blow at the French and Brit- 
ish in Belgium. The Allies would not be 
slow to take advantage of a German de- 
feat in Poland for the same purpose, and 
it may be that the activity in Alsace is 
the first sign of this. It may be that this 
Alsatian activity is the first move in a 
campaign of Joffre’s which takes the 
Polish movement into full account. 

The most dramatic event of the week 
was the breaking of the Germans through 
the so-called Russian ring near Lodz. We 
now know that Berlin was unduly en- 
thusiastic over that event. It was not a 
victory, it was the desperate salvation of 
an invading army from destruction by 
the invaded, and even that questionable 
success would not have been won had it 
not been for Rennenkampf’s two days’ de- 
lay — Rennenkampf, the modern Grouchy. 
But as a feat of daring, of gallant strug- 
gling against odds, the thing must always 
hold a place among the glories of German 
history. 
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ADMIRAL VON T1RPITZ, GERMAN NAVAL MINISTER. 

Born in 1849, He Entered the German Navy as a Cadet in 1864 and Was Called to the Ministry of Marine in 1897 

As Head of the Naval Administration He Is Second in Authority to the 

Major Admiral in Chief, the Kaiser. 


i Photo tC) by Brown Brother*.) 
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THE COLORS OF THE 24TH FRENCH COLONIAL INFANTRY DECORATED WITH THE 

LEGION OF HONOR FOR GALLANTRY ON THE AISNE 

• Photo from Underwood d Underwood.) 



ARE AT THE FRONT 


CHILDREN IN BERLIN 
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WHOSE FATHERS 

Thompaon.) 



RAILWAY BRIDGE ON THE KALI SC H LINE WITH GERMAN AND RUSSIAN TRACKS DESTROYED 

(Photo /rum Paul Thompson .) 
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GERMAN SOLDIERS BURYING A FRENCH OFFICER WITH MILITARY HONORS ON FRENCH SOIL 
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GUARD ON THE SNOW-COVERED CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS 


A POUT THEIR CAMP 
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A GERMAN OFFICER DECORATING HIS MEN FOR 

( Photo from Paul Thompson.) 


CONSPICUOUS 


ORTELSBURG AFTER 


< ^ 



\ 

- ‘•Wa. 






TME NEW YORK TIMES PICTORIAL WAR EXTRA. THURSDAY. DECEMBER lO 19 \A 




THE FUNERAU PROCESSION OF UORD ROBERTS ON ITS WAY TO ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 

The Pall Bearers Were Lord Kitchener, Admiral Sir E. H. Seymour, Field Marshal Sir Evelyn Wood, Field Marshal L< 

Methuen, Field Marshal Lord Nicholson, Field Marshal Lord Grenfell, General Sir J. Hills-Johns. 

General Sir R. Biddulph, General Sir A. Hunter, General Sir A. Gassalee, 

General Sir R. Egerton and Admiral Lord Charles Beresford. 

( Photo from Underwood d Underwood.) 










•• 






% 




* 












< 


ay 












nr T** 








i. 






4 










* 


- - 












m 




ft 




L 




1 


' • 






* 


^ * 


t: 


v 


* 




4 




w 




-■ 






o 


r 
















vn 














£ 














































fN*i 



THE NEW YORK. TIMES PICTORIAL WAR EXTRA. THURSDAY 


PONTOON BRIDGE OVER THE DRINA RIVER 


SHATTERED BRIDGE OF THE CARMANIA 
. N ARMED LINER IN T II E FIRST NAVAL 

(Photo id by International Newt Heroine.) 
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The British Battleship Bulwark Mysteriously Blown 

Up at the Mouth of the Thames on 

November 26th. 

( Photo from a Kodak Negative.) 
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Windmill Near Dixmude Used by German Sharp- 
shooters and Captured by the British. 

( Photo (C) by Underwood d Underwood,) 
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FRENCH INFANTRY IN AMBUSH ON A HILLSIDE IN THE ARGONNE REGION. 

( Photo from Press Illustrating Co.) 
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PONTOON BRIDGE BUILT BY THE 


GERMANS 


DURING THE DEFENSE OF 


KIAO-CHAU 


N PRISONERS IN EAST PRUSSIA, 
is a German Who Was Forced to Carry Arms by the Russians but Threw Away His Weapons 


iRAMA OF A BATTLEFIELD NEAR VERDUN WHERE A VERY HEAVY ENGAGEMENT OCCURRED 

iPluito* from Paul Thompson.) 
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INDIAN TROOPS 

JAPANESE 


IN CHINA AIDING THE BRITISH AND 
IN THE ATTACK ON TSING-TAU. 

(Photo (<7) by International Xcws Service.) 



RUSSIAN TOWN STRUCK 


BY GERMAN SHELLS 

(Photo from Paul Thompson .) 


AND SET ON FIRE. 
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JAPANESE TROOPS LANDING 


IN SAMPANS DURING THE KIAO-CHAU CAMPAIGN 

I Photo (C) bp American Press Assn.) 
























V FRENCH MILITARY AVIATOR FIXING HIS ENGINE ON THE FLAT LANDS BEYOND PERVYSF 


MEN OF THE LANDSTURM TAKING FRENCH PRISONERS TO THE REAR FROM THE LINES AT LILLE 

( Photo frotn Paul Thompson) 


A WOMAN SEARCHING THE RUINS OF HER HOME IN A RUINED VILLAGE NEAR THE AISNK 

( Photo (C) by International News Service.) 
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(Photo \C) by international News Service. I 
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Paris, Wearing the 

Gray-Blue Uniform of the French Army 

(Photo (C) by International News Service.) 


German Officer Using Field Telephone in Underground 

Shelter near Verdun. 


i'-neral von Ludcndorff, With von Ilindenburg 
the Strategist of the Battle of Tanncnberg. 

(Photo tC) by Jtrown liras.) 


I he Belgian Royal Children Attend Pontilical Mass 

at Westminster Cathedral. 


THE BISHOP OF LONDON 
In the Field With the London Rifle Brigade 

(Photo from Press lllustratiny Co.) 
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GERMAN SUPPLY TRAIN IN 





EAST PRUSSIA DRAWN BY 

( Photo from Paul Tliomjisoii) 
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CAPTURED COSSACK HORSES 
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TERR, :m years old. now 

fill. RUSSIAN FRONTIER 


A GERMAN OFFICER USING A FIELD PERI 
SCOPE SIMILAR IN TYPE TO THE OBSERVA- 
TION INSTRUMENT USED BY SUBMARINES 






' VON BETHMANN-HOLLWEG 

The German Chancellor Whose Recent Request for a 
Great War Fund, Was Approved by the Reichstag 

( Photo from George Grantham Bain) 


GENERAL QUARTERMASTER VON STEIN 
Who Furnishes the Official War News Bulletins 

from Germany 

( Photos ( C ) by Brown Brothers ) 
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PRINCE OSCAR 

After an Attack of Heart Trouble. Has Returned to 
Dutv on the Field. He Also Wears the Iron Cress 


PRINCE JUALmrn 

_ r Received the Iron Cross 

he Y ° U ^ Br!°vcr? at Scha a etzeie. East Prussia 
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FRENCH GUNS CAPTURED AT METZ DISPLAYED IN THE MARKET PLACE AT SAARBRUCKEN 


( I 9 ho to from Paul Thompson.) 


General von Begun, Commanding the Third Austrian 
Army Corps, Leaving Mis Headquarters at Krospic. 


Belgians Resting in a 'I rencli by 

Roadside at Nieuport. 
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A BATTERY OF THE FRENCH " 75 ” GUNS IN ACTION AT THE BATTLE OF THE AISNE. 

(Photos from Press Illustrating Co.) 


GERMAN INFANTRY AWAITING ORDERS IN A FRESH TRENCH ON THE SECOND DEFENSE LINE. 
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A Pictorial Record 
of the Great War 

Think what it will mean, 
years from now, to have a 
photographic history of the 
world’s greatest war from 
beginning to end. Keep your 
mid-week Times Pictorials 

in a specially made binder. 

• 

One year’s Subscription to 
The Nno York Times Picto- 
rial Wo* Extra, including 
Binder: 

Of full cloth $ 6.00 

Of full imitation l'thcr 6.50 
Of half leather, gold 
trimmed.... 6.75 

Size of binder 12x17 inches; 
title printed in gold; holds 
complete file for one jcar. 

Postage free in United States, 
Mexico, Panama, Canal Zone, 
Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii, Phil- 
ippines, Guam, Samoa, Shanghai. 

Subscription price of War Extra 
in Canada, $6.00 a year and pro 
rata. Other countries, $6.50 a 
year and pro rata. 

The New York Times 

Mid-Week Pictorial War Extra 

TIMES SQUAKC. NEW YORK. 
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THE 


EASTERN 

( Photo from 



Paul Thompson. ) 
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